JINGLE BELLS, JINGLE BELLS. JINGLE AILTI THE WAY TO THE ..

Grooviest Gifts

by Kay Chabot Nash

OK, we're in the final stretch of holiday shopping madness, and you still have some
special gifts to buy. You've already hit the malls, shopped the catalogs, and surfed
the Web, where much of everything looks like everything else. Where can you go
for that unique treasure that shows yowve gone out of your way to find the perfect

gift? It’s easy—take an afternoon for an enjoyable trip over the river and through
the woods to your friendly neighborhood shops. The East Bay’s Main Streets and
charming downtowns are lined with delightful boutiques and small stores. Many
are owned by residents who dedicate themselves to knowing their clientele and
searching for items the large, ubiquitous chain stores don’t sell. This month’s
Guide shows you the best spots for parking, shopping, and getting a bite so you
can actually enjoy holiday shopping while taking care of everyone on your list.
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